354 THE ME3HOIRS OF JACQUES CASANOVA
He told me the names of the other guests, and I accepted.
There were two young 'women from Liege there, and one
or two others, in all an agreeable company. I was enjoying
their society, when in came rny evil genius, Miss Charpillon.
CI should not have come had I known you had visitors,5 she
said gaily to Malingan; 'but if I am in the way you must
tell me/'
Ever)r one declared her heartily welcome, but I remained
dumb and ill at ease. She was placed on my right, and I
had already begun my soup, or I should have left.
The ladies from Liege, with their cavaliers, were leaving
for Ostend in a few days. One of them remarked how
sorry she was not to have seen Richmond; whereupon-1
asked her to allow me the honour of taking her there next
day, including her husband and the rest of the company in
my invitation, with the exception of Miss Charpillon, whom
I pretended not to see.
CI will order two carriages with four places each, to be
ready at eight o'clock,5 I said, 'and as it happens, there are
just eight of us.3
'There are nine of us,' cried Miss Charpillon, looking at
me in the most brazen manner, cfor I hope you won't send
me away if I come?'
'Certainly not; it would be most impolite. I will precede
you on horseback.'
'Not at all; I will take Miss Emily on my knee.'
Emily was Malingan's daughter, and as everybody
thought the arrangement delightful, 1 had not the courage
to resist. As I was leaving the house the impudent girl
stopped me in the hall, and declared I had grossly insulted
her, and that if I did not make her amends she would be
revenged in a manner which I should feel deeply.
cGive me back my notes.'
'You shall have them to-morrow, but you must first make
me forget your insults.'
We set out at eight o'clock; the weather was superb,
although it was in the autumn. I ordered a good dinner,